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ROYAL STATISTICAL SOCIETY 
 

SUPPLEMENTAL CHARTER 
 

Effective: 1 April 2006 

 

 

ELIZABETH  THE  SECOND by 

the Grace of God of the United Kingdom of Great 
Britain and Northern Ireland and of Our other 
Realms and Territories Queen, Head of the 
Commonwealth, Defender of the Faith: 
 
TO ALL TO WHOM THESE PRESENTS SHALL 
COME, GREETING! 
 
WHEREAS by an humble petition the Royal Statistical Society (hereinafter called "the 
Society") has represented unto Us: 
 
(a) that the Society was incorporated by Royal Charter granted in the year of our 

Lord One thousand eight hundred and eighty-seven (hereinafter called "the 
Original Charter") and its purposes were "to collect, arrange, digest, and 
publish facts, illustrating the condition and prospects of society in its material, 
social, and moral relations; these facts being for the most part arranged in 
tabular forms and in accordance with the principles of the numerical method"; 

 
(b) that in addition to its function as a learned society, in consequence of the  

merger of the Institute of Statisticians with the Society, the Society now has 
the ability to grant certificates of competency in the science and application of 
statistical methodology and to provide means whereby the professional 
competence of those who have been suitably trained in statistical science and 
are considered competent so to practise might be readily recognised by the 
public;  

 
(c) that continuously throughout its existence the Society has carried out the 

objects of the Original Charter and now wishes to do so together with the 
ability to qualify and register, in respect of Fellows who so desire, those 
competent to practise statistical science as a profession, having as its object 
the general advancement of statistical science and its application; and 

 
(d) that it is desirable for the better performance of the said object that, save with 

respect to the incorporation of the Society, the Original Charter should be 
revoked and replaced by a revised Charter better fitted to the Society’s needs 
and activities. 
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NOW, THEREFORE KNOW YE that We, having taken the said Petition into Our 
Royal consideration, of Our especial grace, certain knowledge and mere motion have 
granted and declared and by these Presents for Us, Our Heirs and Successors are 
graciously pleased to grant and declare as follows: 
 
1. The provisions of the Original Charter (except in so far as they incorporate the 

Royal Statistical Society and confer upon it perpetual succession and a 
Common Seal)  are hereby revoked, but nothing in this revocation shall affect 
the validity or legality of any act, deed or thing already done or executed 
thereunder. 

 
2. The persons who are on the Effective Date Fellows of the Royal Statistical 

Society and all such persons as may thereafter become Fellows thereof and 
their successors shall for ever thereafter (so long as they remain Fellows) 
continue to be one body corporate and politic by the name of "Royal 
Statistical Society". 

 
3.  The objects for which the Society is constituted are the advancement for the 

benefit of the public of the science of statistics and its application, and the 
promotion of the use and awareness of statistics; in particular by: 
(i)  fostering and encouraging the growth, development and application of 

such science in all areas of activity which can benefit from it; 
(ii)  establishing, upholding and advancing high standards of statistical 

competence; 
(iii)  fostering the production and publication of statistics on aspects of 

society; 
(iv)  serving the public interest by acting in an advisory, consultative or 

representative capacity in matters relating to the science of statistics 
and its application; 

(v)  promoting the public understanding of statistics and the competent use 
and interpretation of statistics. 

 
4. The membership of the body corporate and politic shall consist solely of those 

designated as Fellows in accordance with this Our Charter and the Bye-laws 
of the Society (hereinafter referred to as "the Bye-laws"). 

 
5. Terms used in this Our Charter and the Bye-laws have the following 

definitions: 
 

“Chartered Statistician” means a Fellow who has achieved such standards 
of education and training in the methodology and application of statistics and 
has demonstrated such standards of professional competence, acquired 
through training and experience, as is necessary to practise in statistics, the 
required standards being determined by the Professional Affairs Committee, 
and whose name is entered on the Register of Professionally Qualified 
Fellows. Fellows holding the designation of Chartered Statistician on the 
Effective Date shall be deemed to have gained the designation under the 
provisions of this Our Charter and the Bye-laws. 
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“Fellow of the Institute of Statisticians” means a Fellow of the Society who 
was a Fellow of the Institute of Statisticians at the time of the merger of the 
Society and the Institute of Statisticians and who has remained on the 
Register of Professionally Qualified Fellows.  Fellows holding the designation 
of Fellow of the Institute of Statisticians on the Effective Date shall be deemed 
to have gained the designation under the provisions of this Our Charter and 
the Bye-laws. 

 
“Member of the Institute of Statisticians” means a Fellow of the Society 
who was a Member of the Institute of Statisticians at the time of the merger of 
the Society and the Institute of Statisticians and who has remained on the 
Register of Professionally Qualified Fellows. Fellows holding the designation 
of Member of the Institute of Statisticians on the Effective Date shall be 
deemed to have gained the designation under the provisions of this Our 
Charter and the Bye-laws. 

 
“Professionally Qualified Fellow” means a Fellow who is a Chartered 
Statistician, a Fellow of the Institute of Statisticians or a Member of the 
Institute of Statisticians.   

 
“Graduate Statistician” means a Fellow who has achieved such standards 
of education and training in the methodology and application of statistics as 
determined by the Professional Affairs Committee (but has not satisfied it as 
to the professional competence required of Chartered Statisticians), and 
whose name is entered on the Register of Graduate Statisticians. Fellows 
holding the designation of Graduate Statistician on the Effective Date shall be 
deemed to have gained the designation under the provisions of this Our 
Charter and the Bye-laws. 

 
“Associate” means an individual or organisation who is eligible, on payment 
of an annual fee, to receive certain services provided by the Society but who 
is not a member of the body corporate and politic. 

 
6. The property of the Society shall be applied solely towards the objects of the 

Society as hereinbefore defined, subject to the provisions of Article 7 below. 
 
7.  Fellows shall have no personal claim on the property of the Society and no 

portion of such property shall be paid or transferred to any person who at any 
time is or has been a Fellow, provided that nothing herein contained shall 
prevent 
(a)  the payment in good faith to Fellows who are not members of the 

Council of the Society of remuneration in return for any services 
rendered to the Society; 

(b)  the payment in good faith to Fellows, whether or not members of the 
Council of the Society, (i) by way of re-imbursement of out-of-pocket 
expenses properly incurred or (ii) of interest on money borrowed by the 
Society from such Fellows at a rate not exceeding one per cent per 
annum above the Bank of England's Repo rate, or if such rate shall at 
any time cease to be published by the Bank of England, such 
comparable interest rate from time to time published by the Bank of 
England as the Council of the Society may determine; 
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(c)  the giving of prizes or scholarships to Fellows whether or not members 
of the Council of the Society PROVIDED THAT a majority of members 
of the Council shall not benefit under this provision and that a member 
of the Council shall withdraw from any meeting at which the giving of a 
prize or scholarship to himself or herself is under discussion. 

(d)  the remuneration of members of the Council of the Society for services 
rendered as assessors or examiners for the Society’s examinations 
PROVIDED THAT a majority of members of the Council shall not 
benefit under this provision and that a member of the Council shall 
withdraw from any meeting at which his or her appointment or 
remuneration is under discussion. 

(e) the payment of reasonable and proper remuneration for any goods or 
services supplied to the Charity by a member of the Council 
PROVIDED THAT a majority of members of the Council shall not 
benefit under this provision and that a member of the Council shall 
withdraw from any meeting at which his or her appointment or 
remuneration is under discussion. 

(f) the provision of any other financial benefit to a member of the Council 
provided that the payment or transaction is previously and expressly 
authorised in writing by the Charity Commissioners for England and 
Wales. 

 
8.   There shall be a Council of the Society, consisting of Fellows to be elected (or 

otherwise constituted) as members of the Council in such manner, and to hold 
office on such terms, as this Our Charter and the Bye-laws shall prescribe.  
Fellows shall be appointed in accordance with the provisions set out in the 
Bye-laws. 

 
9. There shall be a President, Vice-Presidents and Honorary Officers of the 

Society.  The Council shall consist of the President, Vice-Presidents and not 
less than 20 other Councillors including the Honorary Officers. They shall all 
be Fellows of the Society and be appointed in accordance with the Bye-laws.  
The numbers of Vice-Presidents and of Honorary Officers shall not exceed 
the numbers specified in the Bye-laws. 

 
10. There shall be a Professional Affairs Committee, chaired by a Vice-President, 

and whose other Members shall be elected, as the Bye-laws prescribe, by 
and from the Fellows of the Society holding the qualification of Chartered 
Statistician and Fellows holding the designation of Member or Fellow of the 
Institute of Statisticians.  The Committee shall, subject to the provisions of this 
Our Charter and the Bye-laws, have responsibility for the award and repeal of 
qualifications issued in the name of the Society, professional education, and 
other matters relating to standards of professional competence and conduct. 

 
11. There shall be Annual General Meetings and Special General Meetings of the 

Fellows of the Society to be held in accordance with the provisions of this Our 
Charter and the Bye-laws.  Every General Meeting may be adjourned, subject 
to the provisions of the Bye-laws.  The General Meetings and adjourned 
General Meetings shall be held, subject to the provisions of this Our Charter 
and the Bye-laws, at such times and places as may be fixed by the Council. 
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12. A General Meeting may, in accordance with the provisions of this Our Charter 
and Bye-laws, pass any proper resolution respecting the affairs of the Society 
which shall, subject to the provisions of this Our Charter and the Bye-laws, be 
binding on the Society. 

 
13. The Council shall once in every year present to a General Meeting a report on 

the proceedings of the Society, together with a statement of the receipts and 
expenditure, and of the financial position of the Society, and every Fellow of 
the Society may, at reasonable times to be fixed by the Council, examine the 
accounts of the Society. 

 
14. Subject to the provisions of this Our Charter and the Bye-laws, the Council 

shall have sole management of the income, property and funds of the Society, 
and, subject to those provisions, shall have the entire management and 
direction of the affairs of the Society and may manage all the affairs of the 
Society and take such actions as appear to it necessary or expedient to give 
effect to the objects of the Society.  

 
15. All the powers of the Society shall be vested in and exercisable by the 

Council, subject to the provisions of this Our Charter and Bye-laws, except: 
 

(a) in so far as the same are by this Our Charter or the Bye-laws 
expressly required to be exercised by the Society in General Meeting 
or by the Professional Affairs Committee; or 

(b) where the Council is of the opinion that any of its functions, duties or 
responsibilities would be better carried out by delegating it to a 
committee of members of Council, Honorary Officers or other 
individuals, or to an individual, the Council may delegate that function, 
duty or responsibility, but only in accordance with the terms of 
delegation set out in the Bye-laws, provided always that nothing in this 
clause shall be taken to permit the delegation of all the functions, 
duties and responsibilities of the Council or any of its trusts; or 

(c) in the case of functions, duties or responsibilities given to the 
Professional Affairs Committee, where the Committee is of the opinion 
that any of those functions, duties or responsibilities would be better 
carried out by delegating it to a sub-committee of its members, or 
other individuals, or to an individual, the Committee may delegate that 
function, duty or responsibility, but only in accordance with the terms 
of delegation set out in the Bye-laws, provided always that nothing in 
this clause shall be taken to permit the delegation of all the functions, 
duties and responsibilities of the Committee.  

 
16. The revocation of the Original Charter shall not affect the constitution of the 

Council and of the Professional Affairs Committee, except in so far as there is 
any conflict with the provisions of this Our Charter and the Bye-laws, and 
members of the Council and of the Professional Affairs Committee will be 
considered to have been appointed as if these provisions were in place at the 
time they entered the offices held. 

 
17. The Council, acting on recommendations from the Professional Affairs 

Committee, may cause examinations to be held. 
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18. The Council, acting on recommendations from the Professional Affairs 
Committee, may issue formal documents certifying competence in statistical 
science, or in any branch of specialised application of statistical science, and 
may maintain registers of persons whose competence has been so certified. 

 
19. The Council may, with the approval of a General Meeting, from time to time 

appoint fit persons to be Trustees of any part of the real or personal property 
of the Society, and may make or direct any transfer of such property so 
placed in trust necessary for the purposes of the trust, or may, at its 
discretion, take in the corporate name of the Society conveyances or transfers 
of any property capable of being held in that name.  Provided that no sale, 
mortgage, encumbrance, or other disposition of any hereditaments belonging 
to the Society shall be made unless with the approval of a General Meeting.  
Any approval required by this Article 19 to be given by the General Meeting 
may be given by a resolution approved by a simple majority of those Fellows 
voting at the General Meeting or in a Postal Ballot. 

 
20. The Bye-laws shall be those set out in the Schedule hereto.  Subject to the 

provisions of this Our Charter, the Society may amend, repeal or add to the 
Bye-laws by a resolution supported by at least three-quarters of those Fellows 
voting at any Special General Meeting, or in a Postal Ballot, held in 
accordance with the provisions of this Our Charter and the Bye-laws. In the 
case of an amendment or repeal of, or addition to, any Bye-laws relating to 
the Professional Affairs Committee or to the responsibilities assigned to that 
Committee, approval by a resolution of the Fellows as set out above shall not 
be mandatory, but the amendment, repeal or addition must have the support 
of at least three-quarters of those voting in a Postal Ballot of all Fellows of the 
Society on the Register of Professionally Qualified Fellows, conducted as 
prescribed in the Bye-laws.  No amendment, repeal or addition of or to the 
Bye-laws shall take effect until the same has been allowed by the Lords of 
Our Most Honourable Privy Council, of which allowance a Certificate under 
the hand of the Clerk of Our said Privy Council shall be conclusive evidence.  

 
21. If there is any inconsistency between any provision of this Our Charter and 

any Bye-law or any resolution passed by a General Meeting or a Postal 
Ballot, the provisions of this Our Charter shall prevail. 

 
22. Persons of distinction, whether Fellows or not, may be elected to Honorary 

Fellowship in accordance with the Charter and the Bye-laws of the Society.  
Honorary Fellows are not deemed to be members of the body corporate and 
politic. 

 
23. Individuals and organisations may be designated as Associates in 

accordance with the Charter and the Bye-laws of the Society.  Associates 
shall not be deemed to be members of the body corporate and politic. 
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24.  The Society may amend, repeal or add to any of the provisions of this Our 
Charter by a resolution supported by at least three-quarters of those Fellows 
voting at any Special General Meeting, or in a Postal Ballot, held in 
accordance with the provisions of this Our Charter and Bye-laws. Any change 
relating to the Professional Affairs Committee and the responsibilities 
assigned to the Committee shall require also the support of at least three-
quarters of those voting in a Postal Ballot of all Fellows of the Society on the 
Register of Professionally Qualified Fellows, conducted as prescribed in the 
Bye-laws. When allowed by Us, Our Heirs or Successors in Council any 
amendment, repeal or addition shall become effectual so that this Our Charter 
shall thenceforward continue and operate as though it had been originally 
granted and made accordingly. 

 
25. The Society may enter into Agreements for the purpose of amalgamating with 

any kindred society provided that any such amalgamation shall be approved 
by at least three-quarters of those Fellows voting at any Special General 
Meeting, or in a Postal Ballot, held in accordance with the provisions of this 
Our Charter and Bye-laws.  Thereafter the members of such kindred society 
shall, subject to such conditions as the Agreement may prescribe, be 
members of the Society.   No Agreement entered into under this Article shall 
take effect until it shall have been submitted to and allowed by the Lords of 
Our Most Honourable Privy Council, of which allowance a Certificate under 
the hand of the Clerk of Our said Privy Council shall be conclusive evidence. 

 
26. The Society may, with the support of at least three-quarters of those Fellows 

voting at a Special General Meeting, or in a Postal Ballot, held in accordance 
with the provisions of this Our Charter and Bye-laws, resolve to surrender this 
Our Charter and any Supplemental Charter and wind up the affairs of the 
Society.  No such resolution shall take effect unless and until We, Our Heirs 
and Successors in Council shall think fit to accept such surrender on such 
terms or conditions and subject to such modification (if any) as We or They 
shall think fit.  If on the winding up or dissolution of the Society there shall 
remain, after the satisfaction of all its debts and liabilities, any property 
whatsoever, the same shall not be paid or distributed amongst the members 
of the Society or any of them, but (subject to any special trusts affecting the 
same) be given and transferred to some association or associations having 
objects similar to the objects of the Society and which shall prohibit the 
distribution of its or their property among its or their members. 

 
27. And We do hereby for Us, Our Heirs and Successors grant and declare that 

these Our Letters or the enrolment or exemplification thereof shall be in all 
things good, firm, valid and effectual according to the true intent and meaning 
of the same and shall be taken, construed and adjudged in all Our Courts and 
elsewhere in the most favourable and beneficial sense and for the best 
advantage of the Society, any mis-recital, non-recital, omission, defect, 
imperfection, matter or thing whatsoever notwithstanding. 

 


