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allow readers to form their own conclusions on whether any conflict of interest exists.
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This does not imply that there is anything wrong with holding such interests or that
research published by authors with such interests is thereby compromised. With the
aim of encouraging transparency and accountability, however, authors of material
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financial or other interest that may be relevant and/or would prove an embarrassment if
it were to emerge after publication and they had not declared it. The appropriate place
for such disclosures is in the covering letter to the Editor. At the Editor's discretion, this
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